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branches of learning been given through the vernaculars, I make
bold to say that they would have been enriched wondf rfully. The
question of village sanitation, etc.., would have been solved long ago.
The village panchayats would be now a living force in a special
way, and India would almost be enjoying self-government suited
to its requirements, and would have been spared the humiliating
spectacle of organized assassination on its sacred soil. It is not too
late to mend ...
"Much of the deep poverty of the masses is due to the ruinous
departure from swadeshi in the economic and industrial life. If not
an article of commerce had been brought from outside India, she
would be today a land flowing with milk and honey. But that was
not to be. We were greedy, and so was England. The connection
between England and India was based clearly upon an error. But
she does not remain in India in error. It is her declared policy that
India is to be held in trust for her people. If this be true, Lancashire
must stand aside. And if the swadeshi doctrine is a sound doctrine,
Lancashire can stand aside without hurt, though it may sustain a
shock for the time being.
"I think of swadeshi not as a boycott movement undertaken by
way of revenge. I conceive it as a religious principle to be followed
by all. I am no economist, but I have read some treatises which
show that England could easily become a self-sustained country,
growing all the produce she needs. This may be an utterly ridiculous
proposition, and perhaps the best proof that it cannot be true is
that England is one oi the largest importers in the world. But India
cannot live for Lancashire or any other country before she is able
to live for herself. And she can live for herself only if she produces
and is helped to produce everything for her requirements within
her own borders.
"This may all sound nonsensical. Well, India is a country of
nonsense. It is nonsensical to parch one's throat with thirst when a
kindly Musalman is ready to offer pure water to drink. And yet
thousands of Hindus would rather die of thirst than drink water
from a Muslim household. These nonsensical men can also, once
they are convinced that their religion demands that they should
wear garments manufactured in India only and eat food only
grown in India, decline to wear any other clothing or eat any other
food. Curzon set the fashion for tea-drinking. And that pernicious